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Assistive teChnOIOgy Providing support for teachers, students, and

parents

The diversity of learning needs demands school systems provide inclusive, accessible
learning environments that inspire confidence and encourage independence
differently for each student. Learn about how to create a personalized and
engaging remote learning experience for all of your students through the resources
provided in the sections below at this link:

Explore Microsoft’s special education and accessibility resources for remote learning
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Benefits of
using assistive
technology
include:

Increased learner
independence

Workplace skillsets
Unlocked cognitive potential

AT can be used in all
GCSEs and functional skills
including English and maths

To get the most out of assistive
technology, both the teacher and
the lzarner need to committo
adapting how they work - Teachers
will need Lo embed the use of
ossistive technology into their
planning and lesson content, and
work with learners to rethink how

Teachers will olso need to ensure
rward planning
e text ond worksheets



Free assistive
technology options

Built-in assistance
There are several free functions that are Included or
can be added to a PC or loptop to support learners:

Windows/ Mac Chrome
Offce

Text to yes yes with

speech extension

Colour Fllters/  limited limited with

Background extension

Speech yes yes yes
Recogniton

Predictive external touch bar with

Text keyboard extension

Spell check/ yes yes yes
dictionary

108

yes

Androld

yes

yes

yes

spell check

Tharks to Abl James jaJomes@satonac.uid
toble

for the cortent of this
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Products you
can purchase

Some learners, especially those that struggle to
oaccess and create written Information, may need
more support than the freely ovollable assistive
technology outlined above.

Reading pens

These pens track text and read it line by line. They
are discreet and can be preferred by okler learmners
In the classroom If laptops ond tablets are not a

commeon sight.

They are allowed In oll exams and mean that
scheols don't need 1o apply for electronic versions
of exam papers or place learners In separate exam
rooms.

While the upfront cost per pen Is expensive, they
can be used by more than one student - S0 you can
order a batch to be shared ocross school years and
chorts.

These opuons
have all been
tested by our

consultont
teacher,
Kelty Challs.
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Clicker 8 and Docs Plus X

Both of these programmes aré enhanced word
processor programmes, with scoffolds to support
writing.

+ Clicker 8 - best sulted 1o primary schools

+ Docs Plus - designed for secondary schools and
compatible with exam conditions

The benefit of both of these programme |s thelr
adoprability. Scaffolds are embedded and include
planning templates, cloze actvities, and word
banks. They both also have a feature which predicts
the word being typed and supplies several options
to choose from.

Teacher doshboards also allow you to track the
learner's progress and gouge how much additional
time they might need for timed ossessments.

However, both programmes require a PCor

tablet ond require the learner to have their own
account, so the cost per learner could make this an
expensive option,

’

Claroread

Claro have a whole sulte of useful programmes
which can support both reading and writing. These
include mind mapping, fluency support, word banks
and speech o text.

Read&Write

This pregramme has several options and runs

as an added tab which can be accessed for any
programme or webpage you hove open. It needs to
be downloaded 1o Individual PCs or kaptops.



Othe r uses Glossary of resources

Clicker 8 ond Docs Plus:
for technology o
Supporting organisational skills Read&Wrhte:

Immersive Reader:
Puplis with literacy difficulties can benefit from Scanning pens:

supporting their organisational skills as well as
thelr literacy skills and this Is where technology GDocs Draw:
comes Into its own.

Arguably, the best tool for
orgonisation Is the smartphone:

+ Set reminders for lessons and

deadlines
N
+ Encble speech to text
+ Type out notes (rather than \*)
hand-write)

+ Toke pictures (o uplooad kater 1o a PC or loptop.

However, IU's worth noting that although
smartphones are fast becoming the norm,
not all leamers will have access to one.

Get pocket

This Is a great visual website for
olding organisation and saving
links and documents In one ploce:
www.gelpockelL.com

There are lots of

programmes out there

to support learners

with literacy difficulties

and they are a valuable

resource for any classroom.

Thinking visually They need investment

and support for both the

ECIM able to think \'lSUCl[',' and use kcrmr QM the mm’ to

diagrams con help learners who find that it be the

writing lIsts and finear planning difculr. ensure ERT.
normal way of working.

Products like Microsoft OneNote and

Google Doc's Draw allow you to create
diagrams and structure tasks, add new

pages and write anywhera on the page. Let us know how you get on

We would love to hear your
experiences with assistive
technology!

Find us on Twitter @DriverTrust
and at arleryouthtrust.com



